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TRACKING THE DEL ORO
PACIFIC
A Word from
the President!
The Big Train Show (BTS) marks
the end of another successful year
in the Del Oro Pacific’s storied
history, until we start up again
anew in the Fall. We have
experienced probably one of our
club’s busiest years of train shows
—from November to June—as far
as most of us can remember. With
every show, we have met challenges
of locales, wear of our layout, and
losses and gains in our
membership, and still have
maintained the finest modular
railroad around. And, we keep
getting better!!!
The last few years have been tough
on train show promoters because of
the economy and it has shown in
the dwindling number of train
shows in southern California. Yet,
despite the loss of shows, we seem
to land opportunities creating new
experiences filling our calendar.
The Santa Ana Zoo has become a
tradition and forged a great
relationship. Our success at the
Shriner’s Circus has positioned us
to be invited back in 2015 (the
Shrine Auditorium is undergoing
construction in 2014), and Knott’s
Berry Farm still has “Railroad
Days” on their agenda for 2014.
Every time we set up a layout we
are ambassadors for the hobby of
model railroading. Show attendees
see our creativity, and if they
converse with an enthusiastic

member, new opportunities will surely come our way.
The BTS at the Ontario Convention Center, June 1 and 2 is
right around the next curve and I hope every member of Del Oro can
participate in some way or another. We are setting up for the show on
Wednesday, May 29th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. We picked this date for
two reasons. One, and probably the most important reason, the
Convention Center staff is allowing us to drive our trailers and private
vehicles into the building to our show position without interference. If
we setup on Thursday or Friday, we would not have this luxury, and
would not be able to setup our largest layout of the year. The second
reason is no interference from vendors or other train clubs, which many
of our veteran members can attest to in prior years as being a real
challenge to setup. We will be assembling in the parking lot before
setup at 8:15 a.m. with coffee and doughnuts, so we can get started
right away. Our scenery planners have some real surprises in store for
the show. This show also enables members to bring lots of trains to
run. And, we will be showing off our new shirts and logo.
We need all hands on deck, as John Massey used to say, to make the
BTS our greatest show ever.
Dennis

A Great and
Affordable
Reversing Unit
by Big Joe
aka Poppa Joe

For many years now I have enjoyed
watching the operation of automated
trains.There are a number of
automated things that happen on the
Del Oro layout which has furthered my
intrest in this type of operating. Last
year, I had planned an Open House for
my railroad. Previous to that, I found
myself talking to Ted Greeno about
automation.Ted was incredibly helpful
and supportive and he showed me how
to get the automation I wanted with
LGB components. I found that some of
those components were difficult to get
a hold of so I began looking for another
way as I really wanted to have some
automation for my railroad and
especially during my open house. So, I
looked in an issue of Garden Railways
which had a review of 4 or 5 reversing
units. I intently read the description sof
each and decided that RR Concepts
had what I wanted. So, I ordered my

unit. It arrived and I couldn’t wait to get
to work. I purchased the board, weather
resistant reed switches and magnets for
my trolley. I spent a bit of time,
connecting and disconnecting wires. I
was unsuccessful. So, I emailed the
owner Curtis, he helped me so much.
One of my main problems was not
enought voltage. I increased the voltage
and that fixed my issues. Next, this unit
has a feature that accelerates as well
as decelerates. So, start ups and stops
are metered out, not rough, and very
realistic.You can adjust the rate of
acceleration and deceleration, as well,
you choose how long you want your
trolley or other type of railway vehicle
to sit once it has stopped. I
programmed it to about 20 seconds.
My unit works great and has held up to
the elements. If you are interested in
automation, check out RR Concepts.
They have a number of products to fit
your needs and the owner Curtis is
friendly and enjoys his products. I am
completely satisfied and it is very
pleasing to watch my trolley run back
and forth. RR Concepts is on the web
at http://www.rr-concepts.com.

Great products and great service.
Check it out!

This is the unit I used. It works
absolutely wonderful and if you
pay close attention to the
instructions, you will be up and
running in just a little bit of time!

THEY KEEP THE RAILROAD ON THE ROAD!
Darryle (left) is smiling and prepared to get
the scenery to a Del Oro Show. Thanks
Darryle!!

It appears that Ted has commandered Martins vehicle! A big
thank you to all the trailer pullers, scenic crew and mailine
crew. Together they do a great job for Del Oro!

New Products and What’s Coming Up
Reviews by Joe, some taken
from Garden Railways

A big thank you for all who
attended the Del Oro Work
Party!
Your help is a big
help and it’s always fun to
get together with the group!
Thanks everyone!

•••

COULD IT BE...A STREAMLINED
HUDSON?
I am excited to announce that
Accucraft will be releasing a
streamlined NYC “Dreyfuss” Hudson.
I have only seen the locomotive on
their website, but it’s a beauty!! I
have always loved the NYC Hudsons,
J3a’s as well as the streamlined ones,
probably the streamlined versions
more than the J3A’s. It won’t be
cheap, but if you want a Hudson and
have missed out on some of the
previous Hudsons then this one may
be the one. Save your pennies and
buy some coaches in advance. The
locomotive is being offered in 1:29
scale, so you could run USA Trains
coaches behind it.
Type to enter text Type to enter text

Aristocraft Promises
Updates to the SD-45!
For many years AristoCraft has done
a great job with their diesel
locomotives and if you are a fan of
these American powerhouses, then
AristoCraft has the products you
want. Recently, Aristo ran an ad on
the back cover of Garden Railways
that stated the “SD45’s are back!”
There are 4 new roadnames, Norfolk
Southern, Montana Rail Link, Santa
Fe, and Pan Am Railways.
Aristo promises the SD-45
has incredible pulling power,
realistic details and is
reliable like other Aristo

products. Although I’m a
steam head, I have loved
these locomotives since I was a kid. I saw plenty of them traveling the
rails through Carson where I grew up. Other features of Aristo’s model
include: Ball bearing power trucks, 2 motors, Diesel smoke unit, Interior
cab lighting and details, lit porches, see through steps, metal railings,
operating AAR couplers, a locomotive weight of 15 pounds for great
tractive effort, and a good quality water resistant speaker is ready for
your favorite sounboard. For more info go to aristocraft.com.

THE BIG TRAIN SHOW!
It’s big and it’s right around
the corner. The show dates
are June 1 and 2nd. Show
hours are Sat. 10 am till 5 pm,
Sunday 10 am till 4 pm. We
will set up on Wednesday May
29th at 9 am. Hope to see you
there. The address is 2000
East Convention Center Way,
Ontario Ca. 91764.
DEL ORO JULY THE 4TH
PARTY!! Gary Welch has once
again opened his home and
railroad to the Del Oro Club.
The Party will be on Saturday
June 29th. Bring your appetite
and a train to run on Gary’s
immense railroad. Gary’s
home is located at 9114 Otto
Street, Downey Ca. 90240.
Stop by anytime after 10:30 to
run trains and Gary says the
grill will be smoking by 1!
This is gonna be a lot of fun!
After the party at Gary’s , we
have a little break from shows
which will be a great time to
work on the layout!
FROM THE EDITOR: I CA
N ALWAYS
USE PICTURES AND AR
TICLES!

josephjackson603@gm
ai
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Pics from around the Railroad! Lot’s of hands for work, lots of
details!
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Just A Whole Bunch of Pictures!
Photos provided
by Martin O.,
Dennis P., and
Poppa Joe!

The Santa Ana Zoo Birthday weekend was an amazing experience for our club. I have never seen such an
outpouring of care by the Zoo staff towards our club. DP

Ron Allen was kept busy by the
youngsters

Mike Zelenak brought back an old favorite with his newest freight car,"Oh I wish I was
an Oscar Meyer wiener for that is what I want to be. Because if I were an Oscar
Meyer wiener, everyone would be in love with me!" DP

Laura Bliese joins her husband Jon (hidden), Mike, Jim Kruger, and Albert Swerdfeger
for bagels, ice cream, sodas, cookies, chips, and libations provided by the Zoo staff.

We had a
wonderful
experience at the
Santa Ana Zoo

Some Shots from Del Mar 2013
Worlds Greatest Hobby on Tour Show
In Big Al’s hands are one of the new bi-level
auto carriers by USA trains. Beautiful, big
models, full of detail. Excellent additions to
your modern line up.

The next photo shows some army action with
tanks ready to go do battle. Del Oro is
protected!

Great to see
Clement Roberts
in Del Mar! To
the left is Martins
new high speed
train. Should
easily do 130 mph
around Del Oro!!
Hang on
passengers!

The gang at Del Mar did a great job, and our president even got in the mix getting in the tower!! I heard everyone had a good time despite the
climate in the building. What a pleasure to have been part of such an award winning show, with our award winning members and railroad!

These scenes
from the Old
West remind us
of a different
time, some may
simpler, others
simply say
different. Either
way, we like the
Old West scenes
on our Railroad!

WANTED!! A FEW GREAT
G.GAUGE RAILROADERS!
Do you like this format? Let
your editor know!
SEE YA IN ONTARIO!!

